CHAPTER XI

Nizamul-Mulk's Testament

NIZAMU'L-MULK fell ill while he was at Burhanpur and
passed away peacefully on the 4th of Jamadi II, 1161 Hegira
(21st May, 1748), at the age of 78. The chronogram of his
death is Mutawajjih-i-Behisht which means "turned towards
paradise53. Nasir Jang, who had already been authorized by
Nizamul-Mulk to sign state-papers for the last several days>
was summoned to the bedside. Besides Nasir Jang, Ziau'd-
Din Husain Khan, Sadru's-Sudur (Head of religious endow-
ments), Dargah Quli Khan, Darogha-i-Harkara (Superin-
tendent of Post), and Munshi Mansa Ram, Peshkar-i-Sadarat
(Chief Secretary), were present in the death chamber when
the tired, frail figure of Nizamu'1-Mulk, after having dictated
the testament, breathed his last.1

Apart from the original Sanad of the Testament in the
Daftar-i-Diwam, which is probably of later date, its slightly
different versions are found in five contemporary authorities.

1.  Risdla-i-Darbdr-i-Asqfi, by Munshi Mansa Ram  (1175

Hegira).

2.  Ma'athir-i-Nizamz,   by   Munshi   Mansa   Ram    (1200

Hegira).

3.  Sawanah-i-Deccan, by Mun'im Khan Aurangabadi (1197

Hegira).

4.   Tuwk-irAstfa, by Tajalli 'All Shah (1212 Hegira).

5.  Hadtqatu'l-'Alam, by Mir Abu Turab (1221 Hegira).

The following is the English translation of the Sanad in the
Daftar-i-Diwani (Records Office, Haiderabad):

First, that it behoves the ruler of the  Deccan,  in   his

xHe left six sons and five daughters. His sons were: Ghazm'd-Din Khan
Firiiz Jang, Nizamu'd-Daulah Nasir Jang, Salabat Jang, Nizam 'All Khan
Bahadur Asad Jang (Nizamu'1-Mulk Asaf Jan II), Basalat Jang and Mughal
eAli Khan. The second, third and fourth eventually became Nizams. Hidayat
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